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Important Dates 
Monday August 31st-

Wednesday, September 2nd 

Superintendent Conference Days 

Staff Only 

 

Thursday, September 3rd 

First Day of School 

Monday, September 7th 

Labor Day-School Closed 

Friday, September 11th  

Day of Remembrance 

Thursday, September 17th 

Constitution Day  

Monday, September 28th 

Yom Kippur-School closed 

Tuesday, September 29th 

Students return to school for in-

person learning 

  

Welcome Back 

I hope that you are all enjoying your summer vacations and that this letter finds you, your 

family, and significant others well and in good health. I have been revising this letter 

since the beginning of August as I attempted to welcome you back, keep you up to date 

and inform you of any changes we can expect for the upcoming school year. This has 

been a most trying time for everyone as we adjust to those things we know, try to prepare 

for the unknown and anticipate where the next challenge is going to come from. I can tell 

you that we have been working diligently to prepare for the new school year and for the 

return of our students and staff to our building. The district has made the decision to 

delay in-person learning until Tuesday, September 29th so that we can better prepare the 

building for everyone’s safe return.  The Birchwood Reopening Committee has been 

meeting over the course of the summer to identify steps we need to take in order to allow 

for a safe return for this school year.  We have been working in the classrooms to 

separate all desks to ensure proper social distancing. We have placed markings on the 

classroom floors to outline safe workspaces. We have purchased signage for our 

hallways and classrooms to remind everyone of our safety protocols. Hand sanitizers 

have been placed in every classroom and office in the building. Some classrooms and 

offices have been relocated because we have determined that the previous areas did not 

meet the new health and safety requirements. We have reviewed many of our 

procedures from student arrivals, to lunch, and end of day dismissal. We will continue to 

prepare our building and review our educational and safety practices.  

We also continue to prepare for the social emotional needs of our students and staff. It 

has been a long time since anyone has been in school and we realize that consistency 

and routine are essential to our students’ success. As we transition to the new school 

year, you will see a renewed emphasis on our students’ emotional well-being. We 

recognize that there are also many societal issues that have affected all facets of our 

lives in addition to the pandemic. Issues of equity, the protection of civil rights, and the 

contentious nature of our current political process all affect our children. We are sensitive 

to all of these issues and are prepared to work with your children and you to learn and 

grow as we move forward. Our entire staff will be working closely with you to help with 

the transition back to school. 

I wish all of you continued health and hope that we can return to school in the very near 

future.  

September 2020 

Transportation/ Bus Passes 
In the near future you will receive a bus pass from the Clarkstown Department of Transportation concerning your child’s transportation. If you 
have any questions, contact Randi Saltzman at 639-6480. If you are not from Clarkstown and have not yet received busing information, please 
call your local transportation department. Randi can help you with contact information if needed. Remember to remind your child that everyone is 
required to wear a seat belt and mask on school vans. 

 

 Birchwood School 

Trending Topics: Stress and Resilience 
We all know that stress is a normal part of our lives.  However, the past six months have undoubtedly intensified stress, anxiety, and 
even trauma for parents, educators, and especially children.  When we experience stress our bodies are impacted as well.  There is 
nothing worse for people than feeling they have little control over their lives and their environments.  Although our world right now 
seems upside down and is filled with uncertainty, there are things that we as educators and parents can do to help ourselves and our 
children. A key strategy and one that has been implemented by the Clarkstown Central School District is social-emotional learning 
(SEL).  
According to the August 2020 issue of the National Education Association, now, more than ever, SEL is a critical strategy for helping 
our students strengthen their coping skills for dealing with ever present stress and anxiety. 
The Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning (CASEL) defines SEL as “how children and adults learn to understand 
and manage emotions, set goals, show empathy for others, establish positive relationships, and make responsible decisions.”  We 
cannot expect our children to learn in a crisis, if we do not focus on their (and our) underlying emotions. 
As we work to return to school, we need to be mindful of our role as parents and educators to help children transition to new 
changes in their school environment by conveying structure and a sense of normalcy.  
Please feel free to reach out to your child’s teacher or therapist for any questions you may have.  We are here to support you as well! 
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School Supply Pick Up 

  Elementary and Middle 

School Students: 

Families may come to Birchwood on 

Tuesday, September 1st from 9:00-

12:00 to pick up school supplies you 

will need to begin the year through 

distance learning. This would include 

textbook, novels, art supplies, etc. 

Please pull up to the front of the 

school and a staff member will greet 

you. Remain in your car as we will 

facilitate this process. 

This process was developed with the 

safety of our parents, students and 

staff as our primary concern.  All staff 

who will be assisting in this process 

will be wearing personal protection 

equipment, masks and gloves, and 

will follow social distancing 

guidelines. The curbside pick-up of 

items is a non-contact process. 

This process includes any family who 

has requested a Chromebook for 

your child. We will have materials 

ready for you upon arrival. Tables will 

be set up outside weather permitting 

with materials bagged and ready to 

go.  Those families picking up a 

Chromebook will need to complete a 

district loaner form, if you have not 

already done so through the district 

request form. We will have those on 

hand ready for you to complete if 

needed. Any questions about this, 

please call Randi. 639-6480 

High School Students: 

Families may come to Birchwood on 

Wednesday, September 2nd from 

9:00-12:00 to pick up school supplies 

you will need to begin the year 

through distance learning. This 

would include textbook, novels, art 

supplies, etc. Please pull up to the 

front of the school and a staff 

member will greet you. Remain in 

your car as we will facilitate this 

process. 

This process was developed with the 

safety of our parents, students and 

staff as our primary concern.  All staff 

who will be assisting in this process 

will be wearing personal protection 

equipment, masks and gloves, and 

will follow social distancing 

guidelines. The curbside pick-up of 

items is a non-contact process. 

This process includes any family who 

has requested a Chromebook for 

your child. We will have materials 

ready for you upon arrival. Tables 

will be set up outside weather 

permitting with materials bagged 

and ready to go.  Those families 

picking up a Chromebook will need 

to complete a district loaner form, if 

you have not already done so 

through the district request form. 

We will have those on hand ready for 

you to complete if needed. Any 

questions about this, please call 

Randi. 639-6480 

 

 



Safety Protocols that are in place: 

1) Families are required to complete a health screening for all students once a week. Families 

are also required to take a child’s temperature prior to the child getting on a school bus each 

day. We will also be taking students’ temperatures as they enter the building. 

2) Staff will be required to complete a health questionnaire prior to entering the school 

building. 

3) Upon arrival elementary and middle school students will enter one set of doors and proceed 

to their homerooms. High school students will enter a different set of doors and proceed to 

their homerooms. 

4) Students will proceed to homerooms following signage in the hallways to control the flow of 

traffic. Staff will help supervise this process. 

5) Breakfast will be eaten in the classroom at the student’s desk. Breakfast orders will be taken 

the prior day and will be delivered to the classroom. 

6) Garbage pails will be in each homeroom to reduce traffic in the hallways. They will be 

removed at the end of homeroom and returned for lunch. Students will eat lunch in the 

classrooms as well. 

7) We have single stall bathrooms, so there will be only one person in the bathroom at a time. 

8) Handwashing will be emphasized throughout the day. Any time a child or staff member 

enters a room they will either be required to wash their hands or sanitize them. Hand sanitizing 

dispensers have been placed in every office and in every classroom. 

9) Desks and tables have been removed from classrooms to allow for social distancing. 

10) Keyboards for the desktop computers have been removed. We will assign each student a 

device (IPad, Chromebook or laptop) that can be used throughout the building. That device will 

remain with the student for the year.   



District Distance Learning Plans for September 3, 2020 – September 

25, 2020  

Monday, September 28, 2020 is Yom Kippur and there is no school. In-person learning 

is scheduled to resume on Tuesday, September 29, 2020.  

Middle School and High School Schedule:  

  

Time 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9:00-9:38 Period 1 Period 1 Period 1 Period 1 Period 1 

9:40-10:18 Period 2 Period 2 Period 2 Period 2 Period 2 

10:20-10:58 Period 3 Period 3 Period 3 Period 3 Period 3 

11:00-11:38 Period 4 Period 4 Period 4 Period 4 Period 4 

11:40-12:18 Period 5 Period 5 Period 5 Period 5 Period 5 

12:20-12:58 Period 6 Period 6 Period 6 Period 6 Period 6 

1:00-1:38 Period 7 Period 7 Period 7 Period 7 Period 7 

1:40-2:18 Period 8 Period 8 Period 8 Period 8 Period 8 

2:20-3:30 Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours 

Schedule for Grades 6-12 Students 

 Individual student schedules are available in the parent portal and have been shared through 

Google Docs. 

 School will start at 9am for all grades 6-12 students. 

 Students will participate in live classes by following the period by period schedule. 

 Attendance will be taken every class period. 

 Teachers will deliver live direct instruction, facilitate live small group instruction, lead live class 

discussion, etc.   

 Live lessons will be recorded and available upon request.  

 The minimum length of the period will be 36 minutes.   

 Office hours will be every day after 8th Period 



Elementary Schedule: 

I have met with all of the elementary teachers and special teachers to discuss how we 

can best meet your child’s specific needs. We have taken a number of factors into 

consideration including, but not limited to:  

 Appropriate screen time for elementary aged children 

 The importance of live interaction with the Birchwood staff 

 Elementary age students’ attention span 

 Need for adult assistance at home to log into classroom meetings and to support 

learning activities 

 The unique learning needs of our youngest students 

 Privacy and confidentiality concerns for all of our students and their families 

Each elementary homeroom teacher will send home a detailed schedule for their 

classes. We have asked all of our special teachers (Art, P.E., Music, Library, STEAM) to 

provide recorded lessons that students and families can access through either their 

classroom Seesaw page (Gr. K-3) or Google Classroom (Gr. 4&5). This can be done at 

any time during the day to accommodate families’ schedules and students’ ability to 

maintain attention. 

We are going to be working with the related services providers to have them integrate 

their schedules with the classroom schedules so that you children will get their 

mandated services. Individual service providers will be in touch with you about how and 

when they will provide these services to your children. 

We are entering this new year with our eyes wide open and know that despite our best 

laid plans, we are going to run into a few glitches. I promise you that we will work these 

out as quickly and painlessly as possible.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOCES CTEC SCHEDULE – TWO-DAY ROTATION BLENDED LEARNING 
All Birchwood Students are A Days 
AM Session-Blue “A” and Black “B” 
PM Session Blue “A” and Red “B” 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

AM 
SESSION 
7:45 – 8:00 

 
Teacher/Counselor 

Office Hours 

 
Teacher/Counselor 

Office Hours 

 

Virtual 
Teacher/Counselor 

Office Hours 

 
Teacher/Counselor 

Office Hours 

 
Teacher/Counselor 

Office Hours 

8:00 – 9:00 In-Person Lesson 
(A students) 

 

Virtual Lesson 
(B students) 

In-Person Lesson 
(A students) 

 

Virtual Lesson 
(B students) 

All Students Work 
Virtually 

 

Student Check-In 
by 8:15 

 

Virtual Pull-Out 
Classes 

(College Prep 
Math/Science) 

In-Person Lesson 
(B students) 

 

Virtual Lesson 
(A students) 

In-Person Lesson 
(B students) 

 

Virtual Lesson 
(A students) 

9:00 – 10:25 Students Engage 
in Hands-On 

Activities 
(A students) 

 
Students Complete 

Work Virtually 
(B students) 

Students Engage 
in Hands-On 

Activities 
(A students) 

 
Students 

Complete Work 
Virtually 

(B students) 

Students Engage in 
Hands-On 
Activities 

(B students) 
 

Students 
Complete Work 

Virtually 
(A students) 

Students Engage in 
Hands-On 
Activities 

(B students) 
 

Students 
Complete Work 

Virtually 
(A students) 

10:30 – 11:15  
BREAK 

 
BREAK 

 
BREAK 

 
BREAK 

 
BREAK 

PM SESSION 
11:15 – 11:30 

 
Teacher/Counselor 

Office Hours 

 
Teacher/Counselor 

Office Hours 

 

Virtual 
Teacher/Counselor 

Office Hours 

 
Teacher/Counselor 

Office Hours 

 
Teacher/Counselor 

Office Hours 

11:30 – 12:30 In-Person Lesson 
(A students) 

 

Virtual Lesson 
(B students) 

In-Person Lesson 
(A students) 

 

Virtual Lesson 
(B students) 

All Students Work 
Virtually 

 

Student Check-In 
by 11:45 

 

Virtual Pull-Out 
Classes 

(College Prep 
Math/Science) 

In-Person Lesson 
(B students) 

 

Virtual Lesson 
(A students) 

In-Person Lesson 
(B students) 

 

Virtual Lesson 
(A students) 

12:30 – 2:15 Students Engage 
in Hands-On 

Activities 
(A students) 

 

Students Complete 
Work Virtually 

(B students) 

Students Engage 
in Hands-On 

Activities 
(A students) 

 

Students 
Complete Work 

Virtually 
(B students) 

Students Engage in 
Hands-On 
Activities 

(B students) 
 

Students 
Complete Work 

Virtually 
(A students) 

Students Engage in 
Hands-On 
Activities 

(B students) 
 

Students 
Complete Work 

Virtually 
(A students) 

2:15 – 2:30 Dismissal / Teacher 
Collaboration 

Dismissal / 
Teacher 

Collaboration 

Dismissal / 
Teacher 

Collaboration 

Dismissal / 
Teacher 

Collaboration 

Dismissal / 
Teacher 

Collaboration 
All students start on Thursday, September 10th remotely and starting on Monday, September 

14th, we will begin the A/B Schedule. 

 



Preparations in the Building 

 

 
 

  
 


